Review of the film “La belle personne”

Film “La belle personne” was shot in 2008 year in France by Christopher Honore who was a director and a script writer. It's modern freestyle adaptation of the historical novel "La Princesse de Clèves" of Marie-Madeleine Pioche de La Vergne. Leading roles were given to Lea Seydoux, Grégoire Leprince-Ringuet and Louis Garrel. This film is combined production of two film studios: “ARTE France” and “Scarlet Production”.

Main plotline is concerned with girl named Junie who came to live with her aunt and cousin Matthias and to study at a new college after her mother’s death. Students welcomed new-comer and she became acquainted with new people. Girl coped with her sorrow extremely easily. It may be she could skillfully hide her own emotions. We can’t say it with confidence.

Otto who was her classmate fell in love with her at first sight. This character stood out against a background of other students. We can see it from his behavior. He’s a little shy and good guy who’s capable on romantic impulses, true love and friendship. Junie consented to his proposal to be lovers. Film touches upon a question of the first love on their example. Also director was able to show us all delights and imperfections of students’ life.  

Italian teacher named Nemours intervened in their romance. He was overhead and ears in love with new girl in his class but tried to hide it. Teacher broke off all his love relations with other women for her sake. Unrequited love of Nemours for student could destroy him but he tried to overcome his feelings. Junie realized his expectancies and tried all ways to avoid meeting him. Otto did his best to find out what reason of her weird behavior but he couldn’t understand.

Later he got to know some gossip about Nemours and Junie's kiss. Otto accused Junie in infidelity. She begged him not to blame her for what she didn’t do. Upset and sure of her lie Otto decided to take his own life, jumping down with balcony of first floor in her presence.

After this incident Junie decided to look into her relations with Nemours. Girl said that she couldn’t love him because one day he would leave her compulsory. Junie was afraid of lies and treason and considered that only Otto had loved her deadly. At the end of film she leaved Paris and went to her father.

If we say about advantages and disadvantages of this film I should praise good acting of actors and actresses, mastery of shooting team, high-quality script. But we can find some imperfections: in my opinion there are many secondary plotlines which were better to leave out or to show in more details. Possibly main film idea can be basis for making serial. On the whole film became very successful work for Christopher Honore. 

In my opinion this film is worth  seeing especially for teenagers so that they didn’t do the same mistakes like Otto did. After all our own lives are the most valuable present of God for us. Of course, we can’t choose when we have to die. We should not despair. We must believe in the best.
